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The Pennsylvania Department of Education has 
honored all five of the Southern York County 
School District’s schools with Keystone Achieve-
ment Awards in recognition of the schools’ out-
standing performances during the spring 2007 
Pennsylvania System of School Assessment 
(PSSA) testing.  This is the fifth year in a row 
that Southern schools have received Keystone 
Awards.

The Keystone Achievement Award is given to a 
public school that has achieved Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) for two consecutive years.  This 
year’s award is for meeting AYP standards in the 
2005-06 and 2006-07 school years.  AYP is deter-
mined in part by a school’s performance on the 

PSSA, the standardized test given annually to 
students in grades 3 through 8 and 11.

Education Secretary Gerald L. Zahorchak said 
the award is testament to the tremendous 
efforts of the students, teachers, and staff of 
the Southern York County School District.  “We 
have set high academic expectations in Penn-
sylvania, and the students of Southern York 
County have responded in a positive way,” he 
said.  “If there is one award that a school should 
proudly show off to visitors, it’s the Keystone 
Achievement Award,” he continued.  “It is proof 
to all who visit the school that they are an insti-
tution that cares about ensuring every child 
succeeds.”

Front row, left to right—Beth Koontz (Friendship Elementary School Principal), Sandra Lemmon (Shrewsbury Elementary 
School Principal).  Back row, left to right—Michael Shirey (Southern Elementary School Principal), Brian Cashman (Susque-
hannock High School Principal), Kevin Helmeczi (Southern Middle School Principal)



board of school directors
Robert Schefter .................................... President
C. Dianne Masimore ..................... Vice President
Bruce Bauman ......................................Treasurer
Wayne McCullough ..... Secretary (Non-Member)
Judi Fisher .............................................. Member
Jerri Groncki ........................................... Member
Ronald Groncki  ...................................... Member
Karen Hellwig  ........................................ Member
James Holley .......................................... Member
Allie Waldron  ......................................... Member
Lisa Petrisko ...................Student Representative

administration
Dr. Thomas R. Hensley ...............Superintendent
Julie K. Szymaszek ............Asst. Superintendent
Wayne McCullough ...Dir. of Administrative Svcs.

board meetings
The Southern York County School District Board 
of Education holds meetings on the  third Thurs-
day of January, February, March, April, June, July, 
August, September, October, and November;  the 
fourth Thursday of May; and the first Thursday of  
December.  Unless otherwise noted, meetings 
are held at 7 p.m. in Conference Room C of the 
District Administration building.  Meetings are also 
televised live via Comcast’s Cable TV Channel 99.

contacting the school district
(717) 235-4811

Friendship Elementary.......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ....................... Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ....................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ............... Ext. 4238
Susquehannock Guidance ................... Ext. 4243
Transportation ...................................... Ext. 7350
Tax Office.............................................. Ext. 7300

mission statement
The Southern York County School District, through 
a cooperative effort with the family and community, 
will provide a quality learning environment that pro-
motes character, fosters responsibility, and chal-
lenges students to achieve their potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *
The Southern York County School District is an 
equal opportunity educational institution and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of its activi-
ties, programs, employment policies or practices as 
required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1974, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
or Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, or the American Disabilities Act of 1990.  
Employees and participants who have an inquiry or 
complaint of harassment or discrimination, or who 
need information about accommodations for per-
sons with disabilities, should contact the office of 
the Assistant Superintendent of Schools, Southern 
York County School District, P.O. Box 128, Glen 
Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call (717) 235-4811.

* * *
publication

The Southern Way is published four times a year—
September/October, January, April, and May/June 
through the Publications and Public Information of-
fice of our district.  

website
www.syc.k12.pa.us

2

Schools Announce
National Geography Bee Winners

School Winners
Friendship
1st .....................................Michael Jones
2nd  ................................... Michael Wells
3rd  .................................Abbey Barnhart

Southern
1st  .....................................Seth McCarty
2nd  ..................................Melissa Keuler
3rd  .......................................Zach Shelley

Shrewsbury
1st  .................................Andrew Hoopes
2nd  ..............................Andrew Sweigard
3rd  ......................................Jared Jordan

Students in grades 4, 5, and 6 at Friend-
ship, Southern, and Shrewsbury Elemen-
tary Schools participated this year in 
the National Geography Bee.  Following 
a qualifying test, the top five students 
of each class then proceeded to the pre-
liminary round competition, where they 
answered questions on U.S. geography, 
state geography, U.S. cities, continents, 
world capital cities, and cultural geogra-
phy.  The top ten students in this round 
went to the final competition to deter-
mine the school winners.

Abbey Barnhart Andrew Hoopes Michael Jones Jared Jordan

Melissa Keuler Andrew SweigardZach ShelleySeth McCarty

Michael Wells

Andrew Hoopes Heads to
 State Competition

This is the second year in a row that Andrew Hoopes of Shrewsbury 
Elementary was the first place winner for his school.  Andrew, along 
with other school winners throughout Pennsylvania, took a written 
test to determine which students would advance to the next level 
of competition.  Andrew scored well enough to compete at the state 
level.  The State Geography Bee was held at Shippensburg Univer-
sity in April.
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Twaddle Sings at National Conference
Matthew Twaddle, a fifth grade student at Friendship Elementary School, sang in the fourth and fifth 
grade choir at the Organization of American Kodaly Educators National Conference in March.  Over 900 
students auditioned for  three choirs (grades 4/5, grades 6/7/8, and a high school choir).  Matthew’s choir 
accepted 175.  Audition CD’s were sent to the national headquarters in October to be reviewed by a panel 
of judges from across the country.

Students Attend Regional Festivals

Regional Chorus:  Niall Carmichael (Tenor II) and 
Laura Dzwonczyk (Alto I)

Regional Band:  Beth Cheek and Sean Macomber

Following a rigorous audition, ten Southern York County 
School District students were selected to participate in Junior 
and Senior Honors Choirs.  Junior Choir consists of students 
in grades 7 through 9, while Senior Honors Choir is for stu-
dents in grades 10 through 12.  They will participate in eleven 
concerts at various locations through June.  As part of the 
choir, Seth Lawrence and Leslie Butcher will visit England this 
summer to perform in several cathedrals in York, London, and 
Stratford on Avon.

Front row, left to right—Isabelle Dzwonczyk (Junior Choir), Theresa 
Strange (Junior Choir), Amanda Hale (Junior Choir).  Middle row, left to 
right—Casey Morris (Junior Choir), Colleen McGonigle (Junior Choir), 
Sara MacDonald (Junior Choir).  Back row, left to right—Britnee Byers 
(Senior Choir), Seth Lawrence (Senior Choir), Logan Markiewicz (Junior 
Choir).  Inset—Leslie Butcher

Senior/Junior Honors Choir Selects Students

Regional Orchestra:  Josh Yeh (Violin), Not Pic-
tured—James McGonigle (Cello)
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Do You Know What Your Children are Being Taught?
Curriculum Maps Now Available on Our Website

Parents:  Visit the newest link to our website—Curricu-
lum Maps.  These maps will allow you to become more 
involved in your child’s education by giving you the abil-

ity to see what concepts your child is being taught each month 
and what skillks he/she is expected to learn.

Let’s look at just one example taken from the Grade 3 Language 
Arts Curriculum Map:

Concept Taught:
“The student will understand that good writing is well con-
trolled and follows a plan of organization” (and that) “effective 
writers revise and edit for word usage, punctuation, and spell-
ing.”

Skills that the Student is Expected to Learn relative to 
the above Concepts:

Write in complete sentences to express ideas.

Write in a logical sequence.

Identify the steps in the writing process.

Assemble a writer’s notebook.

Apply capitalization rules.

Check for grammatical form and usage.

Apply mechanics of punctuation.

Check for conventional spelling.

What are Curriculum Maps?

Curriculum maps are developed by teams of teachers and con-
tent specialists and identify the key understandings, skills, 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

concepts, and a suggested instructional sequence for a course 
or subject.

What Curriculum Maps are on the Website?

Currently, the maps that have been approved by our School 
Board are on the website.  Many maps are still under develop-
ment or are being reviewed and will be placed on the website 
when they reach the level where they can be School Board 
approved.

How Do We Navigate the Website to Find a Curriculum 
Map?

Log onto the school district’s website at www.syc.k12.pa.us, 
then click on the “Online Tools” tab.

How Do these Maps Help Our Students?

The Pennsylvania Department of Education has approved 
academic standards indicating what knowledge, skills, and 
concepts students are expected to know and be able to do at 
various grade levels.  The curriculum maps closely follow these 
guidelines to ensure student success.  The maps lay out a plan 
for accomplishing this in a consistent, organized manner, lead-
ing from one grade level to the next so that the student is con-
tinually moving forward.

Where Can We Find More Information about Curriculum 
Maps?

For more information, contact Ray Lingenfelter, Director of 
Curriculum and Instruction, at ray.lingenfelter@sycsd.org or 
235-4811, extension 7226.

Southern Offers Gifted Programs
Southern York County School District provides mentally gifted programs at all grade levels, kindergarten through grade 12.  The 
primary emphasis is on enrichment and acceleration of the regular education curriculum through differentiated instruction, either 
within regular education classes or in a separate setting.  Programs are enhanced through 
the use of seminars at the elementary and middle school levels, providing such specialized 
instructional strategies as tiered assignments, curriculum compacting, flexible grouping, 
learning stations, independent projects, and independent contracts.  At the high school 
level, gifted students engage in honors and advanced placement courses, on-line enrich-
ment coursework, research and technology-based projects, transition planning, indepen-
dent contracts, mentoring and shadowing, and dual enrollment with local colleges and 
universities.

The referral process for a gifted evaluation can be initiated by teachers or parents by con-
tacting the student’s building principal and requesting an evaluation.  To be eligible for 
mentally gifted programs in Pennsylvania, a student must have a cognitive ability of at 
least 130 as measured on a standardized ability test.  Other factors that indicate giftedness 
may be considered for eligibility if the student does not meet the 130 IQ requirement.

For more information, contact the Supervisor of Special Education, Southern York County 
School District, at 235-4811, extension 7229.
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Board Approves Full-Day Kindergarten
Beginning with the 2008-09 school year, all kindergarten students at Shrewsbury, Southern, and Friendship Elementary Schools will 
attend school full-day.  During the 2006-07 school year, the School District piloted a full-day kindergarten program at Friendship 
Elementary School for a select number of students.  Because of the success of that endeavor, both Southern and Shrewsbury Elemen-
tary Schools are offering full-day kindergarten to a select number of students this current school year.  Parents and teachers of the 
students who participated in these pilot programs are pleased with the growth, both academically and socially, that these students 

experienced by attending full-day rather than half-day.  Here is 
what some of the parents are saying:

“As a parent of previous Friendship kindergarten students, 
I have seen the difference between the half-day and full-day 
program.  I have helped in the classroom in both programs, 
and the full-day kindergarten far exceeds the half-day.”

“The standards for first grade achievement have been raised, 
and a full-day kindergarten program is necessary to prepare 
the students for this level of expectation.  I have noticed a 
major change in my child and his willingness to learn, and he 
is learning at a faster rate.”

“My daughter has more time in her school day to focus on learn-
ing and more time to become comfortable in her surroundings.  
Her confidence and pride in her accomplishments has tripled 
since the start of the school year.”

“My son has grown leaps and bounds academically, socially, and 
emotionally.”

As one parent indicated, “The standards for first grade have been raised.”  This is one of the reasons the adminstrative team and teach-
ers agree that students attending a full-day kindergarten program would be better prepared as they enter first grade.

Several months ago, the District sent a survey to parents of incoming (2008-09) kindergarten students, asking for their input on 
full-day kindergarten vs. half-day kindergarten.  Parents overwhelmingly supported the District’s recommendation to institute the 
full-day program to all incoming kindergarten students beginning with the upcoming school year.  We’re pleased with this decision 
and anticipate that our students will have a solid beginning to their academic careers.

PTO Endows Scholarship
The Friendship Elementary School PTO 
recently presented a check for $10,000 to 
endow a scholarship through the Southern 
York County School District Foundation’s 
Dollars for Scholars program.  The endow-
ment will be used to generate a $500 schol-
arship each year to be awarded to a high 
school senior who formerly attended Friend-
ship Elementary School.

Pictured, left to right are Glenn Geiple, President 
of the SYCSD Foundation; Susan Barnhart, Board 
Member of the SYCSD Foundation; Beth Koontz, 
Friendship Elementary School Principal; Melissa 
Scrivnor, President of the Friendship Elementary 
School PTO.



New Procedures for Sports Physicals
Beginning Fall 2008, there will be a new procedure for admin-
istering sports physicals.  This procedure affects all student-
athletes in the Southern York County School District.

Physical Dates
Tuesday, June 17, 2008
Athletes whose last names begin with A through M
 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. .........................................Athletes A-B-C-D
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. ......................................Athletes E-F-G-H-I
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. ........................................ Athletes J-K-L-M

Thursday, June 19, 2008
Athletes whose last names begin with N through Z
 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. ........................................Athletes N-O-P-Q
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. ..................................... Athletes R-S-T-U-V
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. ........................................ Athletes W-X-Y-Z

Please Note
Students who do not report as scheduled will be asked to wait 
until scheduled athletes are completed.  If you are unable 
to attend during your scheduled date, you may attend the 
opposing day after 7:15.

Cost
$15 per individual athlete

Major Changes
A Comprehensive Initial Pre-Participation Physical Evalua-
tion.  The physical evaluation is comprised of six sections:

Section 1 ..... Personal and Emergency Information

Section 2 ..... Certification of Parent/Guardian

Section 3 ..... Health History

Section 4 ..... PIAA Comprehensive Initial Pre-Participation 
Physical Evaluation and Certification of Authorized Medical 
Examiner

Section 5 ..... PIAA Re-Certification by Parent/Guardian

Section 6 ..... PIAA Comprehensive Pre-Participation Physi-
cal Re-evaluation and Re-certification by Authorized Medical 
Examiner

Sections 1, 2, and 3 must be completed by a parent or guard-
ian prior to the physical date.

The physician will com-
plete Section 4.

All student-athletes are 
required to bring Sec-
tions 1, 2, 3, and 4 to 
their physical.

Absence from 
Scheduled Physical
Students who are not 
present at their sched-
uled physical are respon-
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sible for making arrangements to have a physical completed, 
at their expense, before they can compete on any athletic 
team.  Students must have their physician complete Sections 
1, 2, 3, and 4 of the PIAA Comprehensive Initial Pre-Partici-
pation Physical Evaluation.  Students whose private physi-
cians complete their physicals must attach a doctor’s note 
to the health history packet.  The doctor’s note must be on 
his/her letterhead/note paper and must include the date of 
the physical and the attending physician’s signature.

Students Playing Multiple Sports
This comprehensive physical will be offered in June.  It is 
good for one year and covers all athletic teams, regardless 
of their sport season.  Therefore, this eliminates the need 
for a formal physical at the beginning of each sports season.  
However, if the student plans to play another sport, Sec-
tion 5: PIAA Re-Certification by Parent/Guardian, must be 
completed and returned to the coach before the sport season 
begins.

Injuries
If, after the initial physical is given, an injury occurs dur-
ing the season or prior to the season, the student may be 
required to be re-certified by an authorized medical exam-
iner, at the student’s expense, in order to participate.  The 
Athletic Trainer, Team Physician, and Athletic Director will 
determine re-certification.

Further Information
Visit the Southern York County School District website for 
further information and to download physical forms:

www.syc.k12.pa.us

Click on “Athletics,” then click “Physical Information.”

An informational meeting will be held for all parents and stu-
dents on May 21, 2008, beginning at 7 p.m. in the Susque-
hannock High School auditorium.

If you have any questions, please contact:

 Glen Johnson, Athletic Trainer
 235-4811/ext. 4282
 glen.johnson@sycsd.org

 Chuck Abbott, Athletic Director
 235-4811/ext. 4240
 chuck.abbott@sycsd.org

 Jim Lebo, Assistant Athletic Director
 Southern Middle School
 235-4811
 jim.lebo@sycsd.org
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Susquehannock High School

All Sports Booster Club and Alumni Association

Celebrity Golf  Tournament
Featuring:

Randy Edsall (SHS Class of ‘76), Head Football Coach for 
University of Connecticut

Duke Edsall (SHS Class of ‘74), NCAA Basketball Referee

 Date .....................................................................................Friday, May 9, 2008
 Location  ........................................................................... Bon Air Country Club
 Time  .................................................................................................... 7:30 a.m.
 Format  .............................................................Four-Person Best Ball Scramble
 Entry Fee  ......................................................$100 per Golfer / $400 per Group

Entry Includes — Greens Fees; Cart for 18 Holes; Catered Lunch; 
Celebrity Autographs; Prizes; Raffles

Detach here and return to:
Chuck Abbott - Susquehannock High School - PO Box 128 - Glen Rock, PA 17327

Phone:  (717) 235-4811/Extension 4240     E-mail: chuck.abbott@sycsd.org

all checks payable to shs all sports booster club

Contact Person / Phone Number / E-mail _______________________________________________

1.  _____________________________________________________________________________

2.  _____________________________________________________________________________

3.  _____________________________________________________________________________

4.  _____________________________________________________________________________

all proceeds benefit the susquehannock all sports booster club scholarship fund and
the susquehannock high school alumni association.
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Student’s Design 
Wins Recognition
Zoe Heatwole, a junior at Susquehan-
nock High School, recently designed 
a logo to enter in the Pennsylvania 
Educational Technology Expo (PETE) 
contest.  Of the nearly 200 entries 
submitted statewide, Zoe’s design 
was one of the top three selected by 
PETE.

Earn College Credits and High School 
Credits at the Same Time

District Participates in Dual Enrollment Program

The Southern York County School District has partnered with local colleges to 
offer high school juniors and seniors the opportunity to earn college credit while 
completing their high school requirements.  Because Pennsylvania’s state budget 
includes a grant to support the Dual Enrollment Program, eligible high school stu-
dents can enroll in on-campus courses for a significant reduction in the normal cost.  
Students will receive college credits, as well as high school credits, for these courses.  
Colleges/universities participating this year are Penn State York, York College, Har-
risburg Area Community College, Allegany Community College, and Yorktowne 
Business Institute.  It’s very important that students meet with their high school 
guidance counselor to get prior approval for a college course in order to receive high 
school credit and to be eligible for grant money.

Interested students should contact their guidance counselor for more information.

Kotansky Finalist in Essay Contest
Lily Kotansky, a Susquehannock High School junior, recently learned that she is 
a finalist in the Penn State University Essay Contest.  The contest is open to all 
Pennsylvania high school juniors.  Students are selected by their English teachers to 
participate in the contest.  Each nominee then has an hour during which they find 
out the essay topic and write the essay.  This year’s topic was on religion and politics.  
Lily related the essay topic to the story of Romeo and Juliet to complete her essay.  
Over 150 students participated in the contest.

Zoe displays her award-winning design.


